BOOK EXCHANGE

[ OUT - OF - PRINT& RARE EDITIONS
COMPLETE SETS

Complete sets of Dialogue and SUNSTONE for
sale. Also over 80 original never-published letters
of Catherine Coftam Romney available. Call
212/580-4054. 092

LDS BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
We pay top dollar for out-of-print, used, and rare
LDS books. Thousands of LDS books (new &
used) for sale. Out-of-print book search avail-
able. Call, write, or visit our shop. Open Mon.-
Fri., 10 AM-6 PM. BENCHMARK BOOKS, 331 RIO
GRANDE, SUITE 300, P.O. BOX 9027, SALT LAKE
CITY, UT 84109-0027, 801/532-3100 100

BOOKS |

B.H. ROBERTS
A SCRAP BOOK I & I

These two volumes are limited to 500 copies each
and there are only 45 sets left, 518 pages and 528
pages respectively, with all materials previously un-
compiled. Only $100 per set plus $5 for shipping.
Send your order today to: LYNN PULSIPHER, P.O. BOX
1607, PROVO, UT 84603-1607. AREA CONFERENCE
REPORTS and select out-of-print books also avail-
able. Send your want list. Phone: 801/377-3046
after8 p.m. MST, please. 092

Adam—God by Craig L. Tholson. Most complete
treatment of the Adam—God doctrine to be pub-
lished in this dispensation. Hard bound. Order
from Publishment, P.O. Box 440507, Aurora, CO
880044-0507. $30, includes shipping. 092

The Coming of the Holy One of Isreal, new from
Craig Tholson. This shocking new revelation will
rock the world of Mormonism and its traditional
belief about the second coming of Jesus Christ.
Never before published information. MUST
READING for all Latter-day Saionts. Hard bound.
Order from Publishment, PO Box 44057, Aurora,
CO 80044-0507. $30 includes shipping. 092

NEWSPAPERS

The Beehivie newspaper has hundreds of LDS
singles ads from singles in the Western United
States. Pick up your FREE copy of the Beehive
today, or call 1-800/200-4LDS. 094

The Beehive newspaper, the largest FREE LDS
newspaper, is now available in over 300 loca-
tions in Utah. The Beehive is always looking for
qualified salespeople and writers. (800/200-
4LDS) 095

| WOMEN'S PUBLICATIONS

Exponent |I, a volunteer organization, publishes
a quarterly newspaper addressing women's is-
sues in an LDS context. For 20 years, this per-
sonal essay format has provided a forum for
women to exchange their life experience in an
atmosphere of trust and acceptance. Past issues
have discussed drug abuse, authority, the so-
cialization of young women, and the Mormon
male. Regular columns by Judy Dushku, Emma
Lou Thayne, and Laurel Ulrich. Edited by Sue
Paxman. For a subscription, please send a check
for $15.00 ($4.00 per issue) to: Exponent II, P.O.
box 128, Arlington, MA 02178 099
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A PG-RATED SAMPLER

BRIGHT ANGELS & FAMILIARS:
CONTEMPORARY MORMON STORIES
edited by Eugene England
Signature Books, 1992, $19.95, paper, xx + 348 pages

Reviewed by Tim Behrend

THE 1990S HAVE thus [ar been a pe-
riod of continuing fertility for Mormon let-
ters: at least [ifteen novels and short story
collections (including one anthology) have
been published in this three-year period, five
of them by presses outside of Utah. At the
same lime, dozens of stories have continued
to appear in SUNSTONE Dialogue, BYU Stud-
ies, and Utah Holiday, and a new journal
dedicated entirely to Mormon literature,
Wasatch Review International, has been
launched in Orem, Utah. Criticism, by con-
trast, continues to lag far behind the advanc-
ing edge of Mormon creative wiring. The low
critical prolile assumed by Gene England in
his new anthology of current fiction—Bright
Angels & Familiars: Contemporary Mormon
Stories—reflects the imbalance between writ-
ing stories in the Mormon community and
writing about them.

The collection consists of twenty-two
short stories, fourteen of which were written
within the past five years and so are truly
“Contemporary Mormon Stories” as the title
suggests. The remaining eight, dating [rom as
early as 1963, are included for their historical
or documentary value in contextualizing the
more recent fiction. Most of the [amiliar
names are here: the lost generation pioneers
Maureen Whipple and Virginia Sorenson,
the catalytic duo ol BYU professors, Don Mar-
shall and Doug Thayer, who helped kindle

TIM BEHREND is a scholar of Javanese
literature currently managing a series of cultural
preservation projects for the Ford Foundation in
Jakarta, Indonesia.

the New Mormon Fiction; Levi Peterson,
whose slow, wise, Western voice dominates
the field; the desert-struck baby boomers
Michael Fillerup and John Bennion; Linda
Sillitoe and Pauline Mortensen, strong
women in whose narrative and themes the
political and personal tensions inherent in
priesthood dominion are memorably por-
trayed; the experimentalist Phyllis Barber;
the prolific and politically conscious Mar-
garet Young; the fantasy superstar Orson
Scott Card. Even Judith Freeman and Walter
Kirn are included, though these are “Mor-
mon” writers whose connections with the
cultural tradition are [ar less obvious than
their writerly qualifications.

A list of “Notable Mormon Stories and
Collections,” prepared with the assistance of
Bruce Jorgensen, forms an appendix to the
collection. It allows quick access to part of
the corpus of recent Mormon fiction, but its
usefulness is greatly diminished by its some-
what haphazard construction. Many Dialogue
and SUNSTONE listings, [or example, are
missing, perhaps because they are not suffi-
ciently notable to the compilers. Another in-
convenience is that the stories mentioned in
the “Notes on Authors” section are not in-
cluded in the master list, so searchers have 1o
flip back and forth between the index and the
bioblurbs when looking up names or titles.

England opens the anthology with a brief
introduction to the large patterns of Mormon
literary history, and to the contours of its
contemporary forms, making an effortless
display in the process of his thorough famili-
arity with all parts and personalities of the
tradition. This excursion through the land-
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scape of Mormon literature, however, is con-
ducted on foot: its pedestrian observations
do not show the reader much in the way of
critical or social perspective on the panorama
of publishing events that it records.

The one intellectual issue that England
pauses over deals with the “special character”
of Mormon literature—how it is Mormon in
the first place and what dilference that makes
to the reader. He does not build a coherent
argument to answer these questions, or even
address them [rontally; instead he proflers a
few opinions, much in the manner of a per-
sonal essayist, in which he touches lightly on
selected aspects of the issues.

Most fundamental among England’s
ideas, particularly as regards the selection of
stories for this anthology, is his feeling that
authors’ beliels—which necessarily “affect

This section will include new titles from Mor-
mon publishers; descriptions are usually taken
Jrom promotional materials. Submissions are
welcome for future listings.

FICTION

. By Blaine M. Yorgason,
Deseret Book, $13.95.

Yorgason portrays “a ale of love and adven-
ture in the old West.... A fascinating look at rela-
tionships between two cultures and the
responsibilities they hold toward one another.”

ARTS AND POETRY

iving: illitoe. Signa-
ture Books, $10.95.
icht fr : ‘aphi I

mon. By Scot & Maurine Proctor, Deseret
Book, $39.95.

This book utilizes 150 photographs, along
with explanatory text, to la[:e the reader on a
journey to “landscapes that may have been com-
mon to the people of the Book of Mormon.”

CHILDREN'S LITERATURE

= Wife. By Pat Bagley and
Will Terry, Deseret Book, $12.95.

Bagley takes the tale of Johnny Lingo and
creates a story of “love, dreams, and talking cows
to tell the story of a most unusual courtship.”

. By J. Frederic Voros
Jr., illustrated by Kathleen B. Peterson,
Deseret Book, $12.95.

A pictorial story describing the building of the
LDS Salt Lake Temple, and the children who set
the final stones in place.
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the nature and quality of their writing"—are
of central interest to us as readers (xviii).
Indeed, he explains, the stories of LDS writers
gathered in Bright Angels & Familiars repre-
sent revelations from a divine source that can
provide “further understanding” of theologi-
cal, moral, social, and psychological issues ol
importance to Mormons. For those readers
who might doubt that “these stories [can] be
revelations . . . if they describe doubt, de-
spair, lailure, and sin,” England recommends
looking beyond their narrative surface and
into “the shape of the author’s own belief and
moral vision, which inevitably show through
to a carelul reader” (xix).

I recommend looking beyond England’s
insistence on the edificatory value of this
anthology. For most readers, the hidden
truths that God might reveal to some Mor-

RECENTLY RELEASED

CHRISTIAN LIVING

Cats Cradle. By Chieko Okazaki, Bookeralt,
$12.95.
Okazaki weaves personal experiences with

gospel principles to create something “humorous,
encouraging, and profound.”

In _the Eye of the Storm. By John H. Groberg,
Bookeralt, $13.95.

“This first-person account tells the fascinating

story of the three years he [Groberg| spent on the

South Pacific islands amidst a kindly people who
had deep faith in God.”

| Healing & E for Individual

vering from 1 iri :

By Carol Tuttle, Covenant Communica-
tions, Inc., $9.95.

The subject of sexual abuse is aﬁpmachcd

personally by Tuttle, creating a path of healing for

LDS women who were sexually abused in child-
hood.

. By Spencer |. Condie,
Bookeraft, $12.95.

Condie utilizes both stories and scriptural
examples to create a backdrop which, along with
insights, helps “resolve the tensions among gos-
pel principles,” and acquire some balance.

ister. he Well: Wom he Li
i . By Jeni & Richard
Holzapfel, Bookeraft, $11.95.

A look at how “the modern Church can bene-
fit from a close look at Jesus’ teachings to and
treatment of women.... A reminder to all Saints
that God sees men and women as persons, as
individuals equally deserving of his love and at-
tention.”

A Storyteller in Zion. By Orson Scott Card,
Bookeralt, $11.95.

Card uses his personal style and commitment
to the Church to engage the reader as he ap-
proaches gospel related topics. The theme of the

mons through the fictive writings of other
Mormons, or the special lessons that the
Saints might draw [rom the drama of these
tales, will be less important than their own
personal and aesthetic responses to the sto-
ries as narrative artifacts planted in the cul-
tural ground of Mormon society. The space
and energy expended here to argue that lit-
erature is not, after all, bad for us would have
been better used for less parochial critical
purposes. The last thing our community
needs is more validation for an admonition-
of-Paul style aesthetic of teleology.
Regarding the stories themselves, Eng-
land has put together a nicely representative,
but overly cautious, selection of the short
fiction being produced by Mormon writers
today. On the one hand, the compilers cau-
tion is apparent in several entries—those of

book maintains that “Latter-day Saints need to
put first things first—Zion over Babylon, the
gospel way over the worlds way.”

T

its. By John K. Carmack, Bookcralt,

$10.95.

Carmack [ocuses on tolerance, using exam-
ples [rom the lives of people to identify the “ob-
stacles and wise limits of this essential virtue.”

SCRIPTURE & THEOLOGY

l

1 [ -

Death.Expen iLight of fhe B 1
Gospel. By Brent L. & Wendy C. Top,
Bookeralt, $12.95,

This book “considers Near-Death Experiences
(NDE) in light of LDS doctrine—revealed
truth.... Offers informed comment on afterlife
conditions,”

rations in Critical Methodology. Ed. by Brent
Lee Metcalfe, Signature Books, $26.95.

Ten writers present essays on the nature of
Mormon scripture, from anthropology to linguis-
tics, and [rom demographics to theology This
book “outlines the broad contours of contempo-
rary scholarship which continue to examine is-
sues of antiquity.”

HISTORY & BIOGRAPHY

2

; ; i ;
Woodruff. Ed. by Susan Staker, Signature
Books, $19.95.

Contains the diaries of Wilford Woodruff
from his conversion in 1833 to his death in 1898.
Staker states that “waiting is the dominant struc-
turing impulse of Wilfords life. And his patient
waiting accounts both for that which most dis-
tances me from him and that which ultimately
calls out my sympathy and admiration."
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Whipple and Eileen Gibbons Kump in par-
ticular—that draw heavily on the Home Lit-
erature tradition and would not be out of
place in a collection such as Especially for
Mormons or Out of the Best Books. England’s
justification for including Whipple’s folkloric
story (one of several recently discovered
posthumously among her papers) derives
from the importance ol her 1942 novel The
Giant Joshua, but this little piece adds noth-
ing to the luster of her reputation. Both sto-
ries would have been better left out, the more
so since neither is very contemporary.

On the other hand, England’s apparently
cautious position has led him to avoid some
potentially difficult materials. Technically
obscure or modernist styles as found in the
more surrealistic works of John Bennion and
Phyllis Barber, for example, are not included.
Though this editorial decision makes good
aesthetic sense to me personally, an anthol-
ogy attempting to represent contemporary
literature should have included at least one
example of non-linear or non-traditional
narrative styles.

I also have the nagging sense that vulgar
language, human intimacy, infidelity, and
other moral missteps, as well as characters or
themes with an “anti-Mormon” bent, may be
underrepresented in this collection. What
originally triggered this feeling was a sense
that my literary tastes seemed to differ radi-
cally from the editor’s. In nearly every case
where 1 was [amiliar with the published
works of an author anthologized in Bright
Angels & Familiars, 1 disagreed with Eng-
land’s selection. This applied particularly [or
Peterson, Sillitoe, Mortensen, Fillerup, Free-
man, Barber, and Kirn. The only selection I
fully agreed with was John Bennion’s “Dust,”
which is the most technically and conceptu-
ally challenging story in the book.

While mulling over this odd lack of con-
vergence in our opinions, it struck me that
for many authors the story that would have
been my first choice had elements of lan-
guage or subject matter that might have been
judged potentially offensive to some LDS
readers. 1 began to wonder: Could it be that
Gene England had chosen to target this sen-
sitive audience? Had he deliberately served
up a somewhat bowdlerized, PG-rated ver-
sion of contemporary Mormon fiction cater-
ing to this group? The introduction, with its
description of divinity conducting revelatory
work in part through fiction and its promise
of edification or instruction to Mormons who
read this collection with sufficient care, does
nothing to undermine the suspicion that his
editorial choices might be undersprung with
a conservative “moral” agenda, or at the least
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by somewhat prudish literary tastes. Since
my own predilections run to the dark and
earthy, I would have preferred an editorial
policy that in no way seeks to further exag-
gerate the already overly chaste proclivities of
much Mormon fiction.

Nevertheless, England has given us a col-
lection of well-written stories that speak in
special ways to Mormon readers. In a few
cases that communication is deeply cultural,
deriving from ecclesiastical or nostalgic
themes in which the chords of Mormon
church life or the communal Mormon past
resonate—olten colored with an ironic or
bemused tone. The parodies of Peterson and
Neal Chandler offer the most entertaining
variations on these themes, though they may
also be the least culturally portable stories in
the collection (excluding Whipples fairy
tale).

The more serious contributions in this
category, particularly Barber’s “At the Talent
Show” and Kirn's “Whole Other Bodies,” pre-
sent real characters experiencing small family
dramas accessible and relevant to any audi-
ence. For Mormon readers, though, who
share personally significant cultural experi-
ences with the characters in these stories,
their potential impact extends beyond the
ruminations of a fireside read and back into
the private memories and interior tectonics
of a Mormon childhood and heritage.

For me, however, the best stories in Bright
Angels & Familiars are those that begin [rom
Mormon premises, but then transcend them,
or make them incidental, in the creation and
movement of characters transposed by expe-
riences of universal import. The interior
struggles, the imperfect relationships, the
spoiled expectations, the sad realizations that
make up much the more significant part of
life are here explored through characters who
are first and [oremost [amiliar because they
are human. That they are close to us in their
styles of worship, the patterns of their social
organization, or the demands of their Sunday
obligations, makes them more recognizable
on the first page, and creates greater sympa-
thy and interest on our part—both for the
characters and their creators. Once the tale is
in motion, however, the external details of
Mormon alfiliation recede in importance.
The narrative architecture of the best of these
stories is founded on the solid humanity of
their characters; the ecclesiastical drapery in
which they are wrapped becomes secondary.
Marshall's “The Week-end,” Mortensen’s
“Woman Talking to a Cow,” and Sibyl
Johnston’s “Iris Holmes" are among the more
exceptional selections because of their
deeply humanist portraits of characters who

are you and me much more fundamentally
than they are Saints and Gentiles.

Bright Angels & Familiars is a highly read-
able book, a handy, portable collection of
current Mormon fiction in which snippets of
the most important voices in our literary
discourse can be heard first hand. Since no
story appears here for the first time (for a
hall-dozen this is the third outing), its most
practical contribution lies in presenting a
sampler of available texts for newly inter-
ested readers. Its delimited scope makes it
especially suitable as a gift book, or as a
textbook for the college classroom or local
reading group.

Eugene England and Signature Books de-
serve credit for repeating the service per-
formed with the 1989 publication of the
poetry anthology Harvest: Contemporary
Mormon Poems. Once again they have
brought together diverse texts and authors,
making them easily available to the one-stop
literary shopper. For a deeper understanding
of contemporary Mormon fiction, however,
more serious students will have to await fu-
ture publications of England and other liter-
ary critics interested in the tradition.

i<l

Revised second edition:

For Those Who Wonder
Managing Religious
Questions and Doubts

by D. Jeff Burton
Foreword by Lowell L. Bennion

Includes two new essays: Developing a
Church-compatible Model for Living
and How to Manage
the Loss of Belief, plus
The Phenomenon of
the Closet Doubter,
How to Help Others
with Religious
Questions and
Doubts, and
Self-assessment

of Personal Beliefs.

ISBN 0-9623160-4-0. About $7.
Available at all LDS Bookstores
Brand new:

Progression: The Afterlife
by D. Jeff Burton

Tongue-in-cheek exploration of
Mormon afterlife folklore and its
impact on today’s men and women.
Send $6 to:
IVEPress, Inc.,
2974 So.900 E., Bntfl, UT 84010
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